Donald H. Eichhorn Middle School

2012 Ski Club Information

Ski season is coming! If you are interested in joining Ski Club, please read over the following
information regarding the upcoming trips we have planned to Sno Mountain in January and February 2012.

On Tuesday, December 6th at 6:00 PM, there is a special parent information meeting being held

in the Middle School cafeteria (students also encouraged to attend). The purpose of the meeting is

to explain what ski club is and answer parents questions. Registration forms can be picked up at the Middle School office by your child in advance of the meeting or filled out at the end of the meeting. The middle school secretaries will not be accepting registrations before the December 6th meeting. After December 6th registration forms will only be accepted if there are any openings.
Please complete and sign the Registration, Waiver, and Health History forms.  Along with

registration, please bring a check made payable to "DHEMS Activity Account". We are planning on chartering two buses again this year.

Ski club is a school sponsored event with faculty advisors and a PTSA coordinator. School policies outlined in the middle school student handbook will be in effect. (Please refer to the 2011/2012 DHE Middle School Student Handbook for specific information regarding school sponsored events.) The teacher advisors are the school district representatives who have the authority to enforce school policies as they relate to school sponsored trips. The PTSA coordinator will handle all of the trip coordination and paperwork.

DATES AND TIMES OF SKI TRIPS: Saturdays; Jan. 7, Jan. 21, Jan. 28, Feb. 4. (Note: Times and Dates are subject to change due to weather conditions.) Feb. 11 will be reserved as an alternate date if a trip is cancelled due to weather. Buses will begin boarding at the Middle School parking lot (at the “U” driveway in front of the school) at 1:30 p.m., will leave promptly at 2:00 p.m., and will arrive at approximately 3:30 p.m. at Sno Mountain Ski Resort. We are not permitted to begin skiing until 4:00 p.m.  For the return trip, skiers will be asked to board the bus by 9 p.m. at Sno Mtn. Buses will arrive at the Middle School parking lot by approximately 11 p.m.. Please make sure someone is there to pick up your child.

COST for 4 trips:

$130 - includes bus ride and lift ticket (NO lesson, OWN equipment); $32.50/trip
$142 - includes bus ride, lift ticket, group lesson (OWN Equipment); $35.50/trip
$150 - includes bus ride, lift ticket, group lesson, and SKI/SNOWBOARD rental; $37.50/trip
**Fees are non-refundable. Students must notify Sean Black, Ski Club Coordinator prior to the scheduled ski trip if they will be unable to attend.

EQUIPMENT: For skiers bringing their own equipment, please label all of your equipment since it will be

stored in the luggage compartment of the bus and it will make it easier to identify. Ski Club members have

experienced stolen skis or snowboards at Sno Mtn in the past. Therefore, advisors and Sno Mtn staff

strongly recommend that skiers either lock their equipment and/or and check equipment at the lodge when not in use. Ski-check is free for the day and subject to availability.  Small ($4) and large lockers ($6) are available for storage of items.  Students may snowboard if they have their own regulation snowboard equipment that is acceptable to Sno Mountain. If you have any questions, you may contact Sno Mtn.directly at 570-969-7669. We do know that all snowboards at Sno Mtn. must have metal edges. If a student chooses to rent a snowboard, there may be a longer wait than with skies.

GUESTS: Families of Ski Club members are encouraged and welcome to drive separately and take

advantage of the Group Sno Mtn Ski Package at $18 for lift ticket ( NO lesson), $21 for lesson and lift ticket (ages 11+), $25 for ski/snowboard rental, lesson and lift ticket. Call Sean Black prior to each trip to order family tickets. Tickets must be ordered and paid for by Friday morning [prior to each trip]. Families should meet the ski club coordinator in the lodge to pick up lift tickets. Sno Mtn. is off exit 182 of I-81 on Montage Mountain Road, Scranton, PA. Phone: 1-800-GOT-SNOW or www.snomtn.com.

CHAPERONES play a huge part in determining the success of our club. As a courtesy, chaperones are

given complementary tickets for the bus, skiing and ski rentals if needed. Middle School parents interested in chaperoning please sign up at the parent meeting, email Sean Black (pablacks@ptd.net) or phone Sean at 522-9681. We will make up a trip schedule and a lodge duty schedule after sign-ups.

SKI WEAR: Skiers/Snowboarders are encouraged to bring spare gloves, hats and warm well-fitting socks.

Snow pants and goggles make skiing/snowboarding more enjoyable. Helmets are strongly recommended for safety reasons.

FOOD: Skiers may either bring their own food for dinner or purchase food at the lodge. Skiers may also

bring snacks for the bus ride and are asked to please clean up after themselves both in the lodge and in the bus!

LESSONS: We cannot over-emphasize the importance of the skiing lessons Sno Mtn offers. Skiers need to understand that the purpose of the lesson is two-fold. Safety is of utmost importance, and lessons provide the opportunity to improve skiing. Every skier is urged to take a lesson each ski trip. Lessons meet in the front of the "waterslide" area----watch for times. These lessons may be taken as many times as needed before advancing. Snowboarding lessons are also available. There are basically six levels of lessons, as follows:.

1. Never skied before.

2. Tried skiing a few times. Reviews stopping and wedge turns.

3. Goes on left and skis on the "limited" slope.

4. Works on advanced wedge turns on the "limited" slope and (if qualified) moves on the

"Mainline" slope.

5. Works on personal skiing habits. Normally starting on the "Mainline" slope.

6. Learns early parallel skiing. Starts on the "Mainline", "Spike" and other slopes.

7. High intermediate to expert levels.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY! Parents, please make sure that the Ski Club Coordinator or School Advisor

has a phone number where you or your spouse can be reached on each scheduled Saturday ski trip, and

PLEASE be available during the entire ski trip, which means 1:30 p.m. until 11 p.m. In years past, we have had some difficulty contacting parents of skiers who were injured, thus slowing treatment time, and making the Ski Patrol and chaperone’s jobs more difficult. You may even be asked to drive up to a hospital near Sno Mountain if your child has an injury the Ski Patrol determines to be of a serious nature. In addition, parents/guardians should be aware that they may be asked to drive to pick up their child if there is a violation of any of the school’s discipline policies. (Again, please refer to the 2011/2012 Student Handbook for specific information regarding the school’s policies.) The buses will not wait for the parent/guardian to arrive in the event of an infraction of the school’s discipline policy.

Thank you for all of your cooperation and help in making this upcoming ski season fun and safe for everyone!

Ski Club Coordinator
Sean Black; pablacks@ptd.net; 522-9681
Ski Club Advisor 
Shona McLaughlin; mclaughlin_s@dragon.k12.pa.us 
